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facts & data

 total area:  19,100 sqm gross fl oor area 

  16 fl oors | 200 underground parking spaces

 building measurements: height 60m | length 70m | width 34m

 start of construction: May 2007

 completion: 2nd quarter 2009

 architects: BRT Bothe Richter Teherani

landmark of thE nEw colognE

Attention is one thing you can be sure of: Future visitors of the 

Rhein metropolis will be impressed by the change in Cologne’s 

skyline. Visible from a great distance, the Kranhaus (crane house) 

buildings rise above the river constituting a new city landmark. 

Spectacular architecture, innovative building services engineering, 

top-class interiors and a location beyond comparison right 

on the Rhein make the Kranhaus Süd one of Germany’s most 

interesting properties.

Experience the thrill of the aesthetics of modern architecture. 

Experience the impressive panoramic view of the city and the 

river. And be convinced by the facts and the data on the 

Kranhaus Süd.  

far-ahEad planning
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Portal to the Rheinauhafen harbour

The Kranhaus Süd is the most southerly of the three Kranhaus 

buildings and thus occupies a particularly exposed position: as 

the portal to the higher situated promenade, the Kranhaus Süd 

is the meeting and starting point for visitors wanting to explore 

the new Rheinauhafen harbour. 

The Kranhaus Süd constitutes the centre of the entire Rheinau-

hafen harbour area. It marks the front end of the marina and 

towers above Harry Blum Square, the main entrance to the 

latest and most innovative part of Cologne. 

Detached and simultaneously integrated in an ensemble, 

surrounded by water and yet accessible from all sides – 

Cologne’s best location has a name: Kranhaus Süd. 

First choice for businesses

The top address for international business, the Rheinauhafen 

harbour with its many location benefits and attractive architectural 

mix already has convinced many companies: future residents at 

the Rheinauhafen harbour include Microsoft, the worldwide leading 

developer of video games Electronic Arts and the internationally 

active law firm Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer. 

Completion of the Kranhaus Süd will endow the Rheinauhafen 

harbour with its central building and the residing enterprises 

with an address not to be forgotten: Kranhaus Süd.  
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Far-sighted business 

Location benefits metropolis

	 Cologne is Germany’s fourth-largest city.

	 Cologne lies in the economically strong Rhineland region. 40 per cent of the European 

	 Union’s gross domestic product is generated within a radius of 500 kilometres.

	 Cologne boasts an excellent infrastructure with three airports within a radius of 15 to 200 

	 kilometres, superb integration in international road and railway traffic networks, and 

	 Germany’s second-largest inner harbour. 

Location benefits Rheinauhafen

	 The Rheinauhafen harbour covers a total office and residential area of 14 ha and is 

	 currently the biggest development project of the City of Cologne. The Rhine’s bank area 

	 stretches for more than 2 km. 

	 The Rheinauhafen harbour lies in a central location whereby the entire area links three 

	 existing districts: the City, the Old Town and the Southern City.

	 The Rheinauhafen harbour as a district will become Cologne’s new, vibrant meeting point 

	 with its successful fusion of historic and modern structures, of commercially used 

	 buildings and residential houses, of open spaces, arts, culture and gastronomy.

Location benefits internationality

	 Cologne is a major city on one of Europe’s most important waterways and as such, 

	 is a historic trade centre and traditionally cosmopolitan.

	 International automotive groups, media, software and telecommunications companies, 

	 public and private television stations choose Cologne as their location. Every year, 

	 around 42,000 companies from 120 states present themselves at koelnmesse and attract 

	 more than two million shoppers from 175 countries. 

	 Cologne Bonn Airport is an important, international cargo airport. It is the European 

	 hub of freight company UPS; even the world‘s biggest cargo aircraft, the Antonov AN-225, 

	 flies into Cologne’s airport.

Far-reaching impact

| Rheinauhafen harbour  | Location benefits
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Architecture that sparks enthusiasm

70 metres long, 34 metres wide and more than 60 metres high 

spanning 16 floors: renowned architect Hadi Teherani (BRT 

architects) achieved a huge success in co-operation with architect 

Alfons Linster. The three Kranhaus buildings are visionary, 

shaping the style of the entire city. With their design which is 

based on the crane shape typical of the harbour and the glass 

façade, they are at the same time both solid and transparent.

The observer is presented with an impressive image of a monu-

mental sculpture reflecting the water and the sky. Intelligent floor 

plans, high-quality interiors and the far view over the city and the 

river open up new perspectives to the companies located at the 

Kranhaus Süd.

Architecture becomes 
the face of the city 

The development of the Rheinauhafen harbour into a vibrant 

district is an outstanding urbanistic achievement. The historic 

and listed harbour buildings were given new utilisation concepts 

and faced with state-of-the-art architecture. The result is a 

dynamic, vivid scene. Today, the Kranhaus buildings are already  

considered as the new landmark of a modern, future-oriented 

Cologne. They open up the historic heart of the city towards the 

river and form the hinge that links developed structures with 

innovations. Their exposed position and spectacular architecture 

will coin the city’s profile – far beyond the city limits.      

The dimension of expanse

| Architecture  | Architecture



Top cost efficiency 

The Kranhaus Süd uses thermal mass activation, which cools 

or heats the ferro-concrete ceilings with the aid of water pipes. 

Additional underfloor convectors are used to cater to individual 

heating and cooling needs. This makes space-consuming radiators 

unnecessary and improves the flexibility of furnishing.   

The Kranhaus Süd was constructed with a double-skin façade. 

The space in-between holds an electronically controlled sun 

protection, which can be used independent of wind conditions. 

This supports the protection of natural resources by avoiding an 

undesired heating of the offices.

The offices are endowed with room-high picture windows which 

can be opened manually. Thanks to the double-skin façade fresh 

air supplies are secured even under high wind load. Of course, 

the Kranhaus Süd in addition is equipped with convenient 

mechanical ventilation which directs fresh air into the offices 

through the façade. 

All these measures enable the responsible usage of valuable 

resources and make a sustainable contribution to lowering the 

operating costs. They further provide high convenience for the 

leaser and space for development.        

The first Kranhaus on the square: 
Kranhaus Süd

The standard of interiors at the Kranhaus Süd sets benchmarks. 

The impressive building structure and services engineering meets 

all demands on modern offices and comprises an innovative energy 

concept, in which sustainability is the highest priority. Because 

sustainability has a positive effect not only on the environment, 

but also on operating costs.   

Top energy efficiency 

The Kranhaus Süd uses the heat generated in the power plant 

process of electricity production for heating, without any 

further use of fossil fuels. For this purpose, the Kranhaus Süd 

was connected to the local heat network of Rhein Energie AG, 

Cologne. Innovative technologies are also applied in cooling, 

which uses groundwater from the building’s own wells.    

Far beyond average
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frEEdom to thE farthEst 
possiblE ExtEnt

Just as you likE it: 
spatial usE and planning

Your company needs space. Space that adapts to your needs. 

The Kranhaus Süd gives you this space as the building adapts 

to you: any individual design and furnishing wish can be 

considered. 

The total area of the building amounts to a GFA of approx. 

19,100 sqm and is spread out over 16 fl oors. The ground fl oor 

can be used as a shop, restaurant or offi ce space. Floors 0 to 9 

form the so-called die of the Kranhaus building. The crane’s 

boom follows on top with fi ve additional fl oors. All storeys 

offer fl exible room layouts, which can be adapted to the 

leaser’s wishes and thus provide scope for development.
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strEss-frEE arrival, Easy parking
The Kranhaus Süd offers direct access to Europe’s largest underground parking. 

With enough parking spaces to ensure a stress-free arrival. 

ovErviEw of intErior fEaturEs

 double-skin façade with sun protection and glare shields

 4-way underfl oor convectors

 heating concept without space-consuming radiators

 air conditioning can be adjusted individually for every room

 thermal mass activation

 room-high picture windows

 concierge service

 downlights and fl oor lamps

 customised room layouts

 cat7 cabling

 6 elevators

 underground parking

 hollow fl oor / raised fl oor

 fl ood protection up to a water level of 11.3 m

right at thE watEr, pErfEctly shEltErEd 

Comprehensive fl ood protection measures secure the Kranhaus Süd’s functionality 

even when water levels are extremely high. Mobile stop-log systems, which are 

anchored in the guide rails of the ground fl oor entrances, seal the building 

against high water pressure.  

| spatial usE  | intEriors



State-of-the-art space – Space for you

The Kranhaus Süd opens its doors to you – inviting you to open 

new horizons to your company and yourself. Discover the 

opportunities Cologne’s top location has in store, let extraordinary 

architecture enthuse you that expands views and see for yourself 

the top-quality execution and efficient technology. 

Claim expanse. We will be pleased to advise you.

Please note that the contents presented in this pamphlet represent the up-to-date state of design as of August 2008 

and are not binding. Views, floor plans, detailed sketches and interiors are based on data that can vary in the course 

of further planning phases.

The illustrated furniture and fixtures are not included with the interiors and must be understood merely as design 

suggestions. Guarantee for completeness of the information cannot be assumed. With regard to the execution, solely 

the certified documents are binding. We are obliged by law to point out that Mr Linster is a co-originator of the 

planning draft for the Kranhaus. A civil action between the planning offices has not yet reached a final conclusion.
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Entitled to expanse

Your contact person

| State-of-the-art space  | Contact
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